Saint John the Evangelist Parish

Aurs Road, Barrhead, Glasgow, G78 2RW | Tel 0141 876 1553 | Email stjohnsbarrhead@gmail.com | Web www.stjohns-barrhead.org
Parish Priest | Father Paul Brady
Curate | Father Eion Patten

January 1 2012: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
LITURGICAL SERVICES

	HOLY MASS: Daily at 10:00am; Saturday Vigil for Sunday at 4:30pm; Sunday at 10:00am, 12:00 noon and 6:30pm.

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: Every Saturday after 10:00 am Mass, Between 4:00pm-4:25pm, After the Vigil Mass.
	ROSARY: Daily in the Church at 9:40am & Friday between 3:00pm-4:00pm in the Oratory.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: From 10:30am-10:0am each weekday in the Oratory.


Last Week’s Offertory Collection totalled £3,324. Many thanks for your generosity.
	DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES
The Official Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes led by Bishop Phillip will take place from June 29 –July 6 2012. If you wish to register to receive a booking form, please contact the Hospitalité Secretary, Miss Anne Louise Buchanan on 01475 638132 as soon as possible.

SAINT LUKE’S PRO-LIFE GROUP

The members of the pro-life group in the school would like to thank all those who gave donations of any baby clothes and toiletries over the past few weeks. The items which will be given to the Sisters of the Gospel of Life. 

SECOND COLLECTION

Today’s second collection will be for the Building Fund. Please remember that the parish has an outlay of £43000 for a new heating system! Next week there will be a collection for Justice and Peace after Communion. As always, thank you for your generosity in these difficult times.
100 CLUB DRAW WINNERS

November

1st Prize     £140 No 171  Angela Cassidy

2ndPrize     £70 No 9  Joseph Gribbon

3rd Prize     £35 No 31  J&K Bryne

4th Prize     £20 No 56  John Millar

5th Prize     £20 No 36  Margaret McDade

December

1st Prize       £140 No 27  J&J Carlton

2nd Prize      £70 No 96  Janice McKenzie

3rd Prize       £35 No 146  Margaret Trainor

4th Prize       £20 No 149  William Sinclair

5th Prize       £20 No 106  M Docherty

FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

In the 4th and 5th Centuries debates about the nature of Christ raged in the Church. The debate was about the relationship of Christ's divine and human natures. At the centre of this debate was a title of Mary. Since at least the 3rd century, Christians had referred to Mary as theotokos, meaning God-bearer. The first documented usage of the term is in the writings of Origen of Alexandria in AD 230. Related to theotokos, Mary was called the mother of God. Referring to Mary this way was popular in Christian piety, but the patriarch of Constantinople from 428-431, Nestorius, objected. He suggested that Mary was only the mother of Jesus' human nature, but not his divine nature. Nestorius' ideas (or at least how others perceived his arguments) were condemned at the Council of Ephesus in AD 431, and again at the Council of Chalcedon in AD 451. The Church decided that Christ was fully God and fully human and these natures were united in one divine person, Jesus Christ. Thus Mary could be called ‘Mother of God’ since she gave birth to Jesus who was fully divine as well as human.
	SHOPPING THROUGH THE PARISH WEBSITE
Thanks to parishioners who have been using Amazon via the parish website. So far the parish has made just over £100 commission from this. Please continue to do so throughout 2012.

FAMILY PARTY

To continue the Christmas spirit, the parish will host a family party on Sunday, January 8 2012 from 1.30pm-4.30pm in the parish hall. Parents must accompany their children at all times. Bob Bonker the magician will perform his magic show and there will be other entertainment provided. Admission is free. However, please bring along your own food and drink. Forms are available in the Church porch. Spaces are limited, so please return the form ASAP.

ORATORY

The Oratory will reopen on January 6 2012.

HEATING SYSTEM

A new heating system for the church has been ordered. The cost will be £43,000 and it will consist of a hot air blower sitting above the Oratory with a wet system consisting of boilers for the Oratory, Sacristy and other areas. There will be a hot air curtain heater in the Porch area. The bad news is that it takes 12 weeks to order the blower. However, at least it is ordered and we will be warm for the Spring.

THANK YOU

Many thanks to all cleaners, florists, musicians and choirs for their hard work over the Christmas period, and for the kind donation of the Christmas tree. Thanks are also due for donations made to the parish of £5,000 to the building fund and further donations of £400, £100 and £50. The parish has been informed that a bequest of approx. £7,000 has been left to the parish. Our £5,000 donation has now been gift aided which makes it now worth £6,250!

NEW YEAR BLESSING

Remember us, O God;
from age to age be our comforter.
You have given us the wonder of time,
blessings in days and nights, seasons and years.
Bless your children at the turning of the year
and fill the months ahead with the bright hope
that is ours in the coming of Christ.
You are our God, living and reigning, forever and ever.


